
 

TOWNSHIP OF SYLVAN 

COUNTY OF WASHTENAW, STATE OF MICHIGAN 

TOWNSHIP OF SYLVAN ORDINANCE NO.26-002 

ADOPTED:  FEBRUARY 10, 2026 

   EFFECTIVE:   EIGHT (8) DAYS FOLLOWING 

        PUBLICATION AFTER ADOPTION 

   

ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT 

An Ordinance to adopt an amendment to the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance to revise 

the site plan review procedure and create standards of review; to change the expiration date of 

variances; to amend provisions related to accessory buildings and temporary dwellings; to allow 

home occupations as a permitted use in certain zoning districts; to provide for severability; to 

provide an effective date and repeal all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith. 

TOWNSHIP OF SYLVAN 

WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

ORDAINS: 

 
SECTION I 

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE II, DIVISION 2 (SITE PLAN REVIEW) OF THE 

TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE SECTION 30-78(F) 

 
Section 30-78(f) of the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended in its entirety to read as 

follows: 

 

(f)Expiration of approval. 

(1) A final site plan approval expires upon the occurrence of either of the following:  

a. The applicant does not secure a building permit within 365 days of the date the final site 

plan was approved; or  

b.The applicant does not start construction on the property and fails to demonstrate due 

diligence to complete construction per the approved site plan 545 days after the date the 

final site plan was approved.  

(2) Notwithstanding the conditions of expiration in subsection (f)(1) of this section, the 

planning commission may extend the approval period (i.e., grant extensions from the 

deadline set forth in subsection (f)(1) of this section) for up to one year upon applicant's 

written application and showing a good cause. The planning commission may approve 

more than one extension using the same good cause standard.  

 

 

 



 

SECTION II 

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE II, DIVISION 2 (SITE PLAN REVIEW) OF THE 

TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE SECTION 30-87(1) 

Section 30-87(1) of the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended in its entirety to 

read as follows:  

(1) Projects eligible for ASPR. A project is eligible for the ASPR process only with respect to 

any of the following changes to an existing development or an approved site plan:  

a. An expansion of an existing building or structure, not exceeding 25 percent of the 

existing square footage.  

b. The internal rearrangement of a parking lot and/or parking spaces, which does not affect 

the number of parking spaces provided nor alter access locations or design.  

c. The relocation of a building or structure by ten feet or less, where all setback and yard 

location requirements are met.  

d. Changes required or requested by the Township for safety reasons.  

e. Home occupations. 

f. Other similar changes of a minor nature proposed to be made to the configuration, 

design, layout or topography of the site which the Zoning Inspector, upon consultation 

with the planning commission chairperson, determines will not materially affect the 

character or intensity of use, vehicular or pedestrian circulation, drainage patterns, or 

the demand for public services; will not have any adverse effect on adjacent or nearby 

property or the use thereof; and will not have any adverse effect on the health, safety, or 

welfare of the general public. 

 
SECTION III 

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE II, DIVISION 3 (AMENDMENTS) OF THE 

TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO ADD SECTION 30-123 
 

New Section 30-123 is hereby added to the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance to read as 

follows:  

30-123 Standards for review.  

(a) In reviewing a petition for a zoning map amendment, the following standards shall be 

considered: 

(1) Consistency with the goals, policies and Future Land Use Map of the Master Plan, 

including all applicable sub-area and corridor studies. If conditions have changed 

since the Master Plan was adopted, the consistency with recent development trends in 

the area.  

(2) Compatibility of the site’s physical, geological, hydrological and other environmental 

features with the potential uses allowed in the proposed zoning district.  

(3) The compatibility of all the potential uses allowed in the proposed zoning district 

with surrounding uses and zoning in terms of land suitability, impacts on the 

environment, density, nature of use, traffic impacts, aesthetics, infrastructure and 

potential influence on property values.  

(4) Evidence the applicant cannot receive a reasonable return on investment through 

developing the property with one (1) of the uses permitted under the current zoning.  



 

(5) The apparent demand for the types of uses permitted in the requested zoning district 

in the Township in relation to the amount currently zoned to accommodate the 

demand.  

(6) The capacity of Township infrastructure and services are sufficient to accommodate 

the uses permitted in the requested district without compromising the health, safety 

and welfare of the Township.  

(7) Can all requirements in the proposed zoning classification be complied with on the 

subject parcel 

(b) In reviewing a petition for a zoning text amendment, the following township standards 

shall be considered: 

(1) Compatibility with the basic intent and purpose of the Zoning Ordinance.  

(2) Consistency with the goals and objectives and future land use map of the Township 

Master Plan.  

(3) The requested amendment will correct an error in current appropriate 

documentation. 

(4) The requested amendment will resolve an inequitable situation created by the 

Zoning Ordinance and does not grant special privileges. 

(5) The requested amendment will not result in unlawful exclusionary zoning.  

(6) There is documentation from Township staff or the Zoning Board of Appeals 

indicating problems and conflicts in implementation or interpretation of specific 

sections of the Ordinance. 

(7) The requested amendment will address changes in state legislation, other Township 

ordinances, or federal regulations. 

(8) The requested amendment will resolve potential legal issues or administrative 

problems with the Zoning Ordinance 

 
SECTION IV 

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE II, DIVISION 4 (ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS) OF 

THE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE SECTION 30-149 

 
Section 30-149 (Same – Expiration) of the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby 

amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

 

Each variance approved shall expire and be of no effect unless the construction authorized by the 

variance has been commenced within 365 days after the date of approval, or the applicant 

demonstrates due diligence toward competition of the authorized construction, or occupancy of 

land or buildings authorized by the variance has commenced within 365 days of the date of 

approval.  

 

The variance shall further expire if the applicant fails to commence construction on the property 

and fails to demonstrate due diligence in completing construction per the approved site plan 545 

days after the date of final site plan approval. 

 

SECTION V 

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE III, DIVISION 1 (GENERALLY) OF THE TOWNSHIP 

ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE SECTION 30-182 



 

 
Section 30-182(b) of the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended in its 

entirety to read as follows: 

(b) Density and height regulations. 

(5) Accessory buildings. Detached accessory buildings shall conform to all yard 

requirements of the district in which it is located.. An accessory building which is 

a structural part of the principal building shall conform to all yard requirements of 

the district in which it is located.  

 

SECTION VI 

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE III, DIVISION 1 (GENERALLY) OF THE TOWNSHIP 

ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE SECTION 30-185 

 
Section 30-185 of the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended in its 

entirety to read as follows: 

 

(a) Permitted temporary dwelling. A mobile home, or travel trailer may be used as a temporary 

dwelling by a family while building a new single-family home or repairing or replacing an 

existing single-family residence. Such temporary dwellings shall meet all setback and height 

regulations of the zoning district in which the subject site is located. No tent, yurts, garage or 

other permanent accessory structures shall be used as a temporary dwelling in any zoning 

district unless allowed by this chapter or by the Township Board.  

(b) Required approvals. A mobile home shall not be occupied until a certificate of occupancy has 

been issued by the building inspector. The building inspector shall not issue a certificate of 

occupancy until a certificate of zoning compliance has been obtained from the zoning 

inspector. A travel trailer shall not be occupied until a certificate of zoning compliance has 

been obtained and construction has been started.    

(c) Application. An application for a certificate of zoning compliance to use, erect, or move a 

temporary dwelling onto a lot shall be filed with and approved by the authorized township 

representative.  

(d) Township action. If the application, lot and temporary dwelling conform to all regulations of 

this chapter, the authorized township representative shall approve the certificate of zoning 

compliance for the temporary dwelling permit. The authorized township representative may 

attach conditions to the approval which it deems necessary to protect the public health, safety, 

and welfare, and to ensure compliance with this chapter. 

(e) Regulations. 

(1) A temporary dwelling shall comply with all setback and height requirements of the 

zoning district in which it is located. A certificate of zoning compliance shall be 

obtained from the zoning inspector.  

(2) A mobile home shall be connected to an approved well and septic system or public 

sewer or water and the applicant shall obtain all required permits from the county 

health department or the township. A travel trailer shall submit a plan demonstrating 

how water supply and sewage disposal will be managed for the duration of its use. 



 

(3)  A temporary dwelling shall be licensed and maintained so as not to create 

conditions that are dangerous, injurious, noxious, or otherwise objectionable, or that 

adversely affect neighboring properties or the surrounding area.  

(4) A temporary dwelling shall be permitted only on the same lot as the principal 

dwelling to be repaired or constructed. The term of the permit shall not exceed one 

year, provided that, at the discretion of the authorized township representative, the 

period may be extended for one additional period not to exceed six months. 

Extension shall only be permitted upon written application filed 20 days or more 

prior to such expiration, setting forth facts showing due diligence in construction of 

the dwelling.  

(5) A written legal performance guarantee and a cash deposit or an irrevocable bank 

letter of credit shall be deposited with the township treasurer in the amount 

estimated by the authorized township representative to be sufficient to ensure 

removal of the temporary dwelling. For travel trailers a cash deposit of 2,500 dollars 

is required. The guarantee shall provide that in breach thereof; the township shall 

be entitled to enter upon the site and complete such removal and defray the costs 

thereof out of said deposit. In the event the cost to remove the temporary dwelling 

is greater than then the amount of the initial deposit the additional amount will be 

paid for by the property owner.    

(6) A temporary dwelling shall be removed or shall comply with the township 

regulations within 14 days after the date of issuance of a certificate of occupancy 

for the permanent structure or of the date of expiration of the temporary dwelling 

permit, whichever occurs first. Each day thereafter that the temporary dwelling 

remains upon the real estate shall be a violation of the chapter and shall subject the 

owner to a civil infraction penalty for violation of the chapter, as provided herein.  

(7) A certificate of zoning compliance for a temporary dwelling and the certificate of 

occupancy issued thereon shall not be transferable to any other person, use, 

structure or lot.  

SECTION VII 

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE III, DIVISION 2 (RC-RECREATION CONSERVATION 

DISTRICT) OF THE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE SECTION  

30-222 

Section 30-222(1) of the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended in its 

entirety to read as follows: 

 

(1) Lot area. The minimum lot area in this district shall be eighty (80) acres.  

 
SECTION VIII 

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE III, DIVISION 4 (AG-AGRICULTURE DISTRICT) OF 

THE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE SECTION 30-277 

 
Section 30-277 (Permitted Uses) of the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby 

amended in its entirety to read as follows: 



 

The following buildings and structures, and uses, of parcels, lots, buildings and structures are 

permitted in this district:  

(1) A single-family dwelling.  

(2) A parcel may be used for general and specialized farming and agricultural activities 

including the raising or growing of crops, livestock, poultry, bees and other farm animals, 

products and foodstuffs, and any building or structure may be located thereon and used for 

the day-to-day operation of such activities, for the quartering, storage or preservation of 

said crops, livestock, poultry, bees, animals, products and foodstuffs until consumed on the 

premises or until moved to a place of collection, distribution or processing, and for the 

incidental sale of the crops, products and foodstuffs raised or grown on said lot or in said 

building or structure, provided that any lot that is kept as idle cropland shall be so treated as 

to prevent soil erosion by wind or water and so treated as to prevent excessive growth of 

obnoxious weeds and shrubs, and provided that any lot kept as noncropland shall be so 

treated as to prevent soil erosion by wind and water.  

(3) A parcel may be used, and a building or structure located thereon for the raising or keeping 

of fur-bearing animals, horses, ponies and other animals whether for profit or pleasure.  

(4) A parcel may be used for the raising or growing of plants, trees, shrubs and nursery stock, 

and any building or structure may be located thereon and used for such raising or growing 

and for the storage of equipment and materials necessary for such raising or growing.  

(5) Roadside stand, provided it is incidental to a permitted use and provided the nursery stock 

or other agricultural products sold at the stand are raised on the premises where situated.  

(6) Off-street parking as required in article V of this chapter.  

(7) Public and private recreation acres, such as:  

a. Forest preserve;  

b. Game refuge;  

c. Recreation park and reservations; and  

d. Similar public and private use of low intensity use.  

(8) Public and private conservation area and structure for the development, protection and 

conservation of open space, watersheds, water, soil, forest, and wildlife resources.  

(9) A parcel may be used for the growing, stripping and removal therefrom of sod, provided 

that said lot or portion thereof shall be reseeded after stripping by fall of the year in which 

it was stripped so as to prevent actual or potential erosion by water or wind.  

(10) Lines and structures of essential services as set forth in section 30-220.  

(11) A sign, only in accordance with the regulations specified in article VII of this chapter.  

(12) An accessory use, building or structure.  

(13) Regardless of any other provisions herein, a dwelling unit not located on a farm may raise 

or keep, only as an accessory use, and only for the use of the occupant of the premises, and 

not for any purpose of remuneration, poultry, rabbits, and fowl and small animals, and 

livestock; provided that the minimum lot area for the raising and keeping of poultry, 

rabbits, and similar fowl and small animals shall be two acres; and provided further that the 

minimum lot area for the raising and keeping of livestock shall be between two acres for 



 

the first two livestock animals and 20,000 square feet of additional lot area for each 

additional one livestock animal. All fowl and animals shall be properly housed, fenced, and 

cared for so as not to become a public nuisance.  

(14) Home occupations subject to the requirements of section 30-800. 

 

SECTION IX 

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE III, DIVISION 4 (AG-AGRICULTURE DISTRICT) OF 

THE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE SECTION 30-278 

 
Section 30-278 (special uses) of the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby 

amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

 

The following buildings and structures, and uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures are 

permitted in this district subject to obtaining a special use permit as provided in article II, 

division 2, and article IX of this chapter, where applicable:  

(1) The removal of soil, sand, gravel, and other materials. See section 30-797.  

(2) Public and private park camping ground, golf course, golf driving range, clubs, hunting 

lodge, garden, nurseries, greenhouses, and livestock auction yards.  

(3) Community and governmental buildings.  

(4) Airport.  

(5) Sanitary landfill site.  

(6) Public and private nursery, primary and secondary schools, business school, and college 

and university.  

(7) Hospital, nursing home, sanitarium.  

(8) A church, synagogue, cathedral, mosque, temple or other building used for public worship, 

or a cemetery.  

(9) Veterinarian, animal clinic and kennels.  

(10) Essential services, as provided for in section 30-221(4) and (6).  

(11) A radio and television broadcasting and receiving antenna.  

(12) A building may be used for the temporary housing of seasonal agricultural workers, 

provided the farm where located is at least 160 acres.  

(13) Funeral establishments, and mortuaries.  

(14) Bed and breakfast operations, subject to the regulations in section 30-806.  

(15) Wireless communication facilities, subject to section 30-804, except such facilities shall not 

be permitted on any parcel of land that is located in an area that is designated in the 

township's adopted general development plan for urban residential use.  

(16) Bulk sales of fertilizer, feed, and crop protection products for use in farming operations 

only. This special use is only permitted in those portions of the present AG-agricultural 

district, which are designated as "agriculture" on Map 10, of the Sylvan Township 

comprehensive plan adopted October 23, 2008. Equipment sales, services, and repair are 

not permitted.  

(17) Agricultural commercial/tourism businesses, subject to the regulations in section 30-808.  

 

SECTION X 

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE III, DIVISION 4 (AG-AGRICULTURE DISTRICT) OF 

THE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE SECTION 30-279 



 

 

Section 30-279(1) of the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended in its 

entirety to read as follows: 

 

(1) Lot area. The minimum lot area in this district shall be two (2) acres. 

 

 

SECTION XI 

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE III, DIVISION 6 (LR-LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL 

DISTRICT) OF THE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE SECTION  

30-346 

 
Section 30-346 (permitted uses) of the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby 

amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 30-346. Permitted uses. 

The following buildings and structures, and uses of parcels, lots, buildings and structures are 

permitted in this district:  

(1) A single-family dwelling and any use, building or structure accessory thereto.  

(2) A sign, only in accordance with the regulations specified in article VII of this 

chapter.  

(3)  Home occupations subject to the requirements of section 30-800. 

 

SECTION XII 

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE III, DIVISION 6 (LR-LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL 

DISTRICT) OF THE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE SECTION  

30-347 

 
Section 30-347 (special uses) of the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby 

amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 30-347. Special uses. 

The following buildings and structures, and uses of parcels, lots, buildings and structures are 

permitted subject to obtaining a special use permit as provided in article IV of this chapter:  

(1) Golf course, but not including golf driving range.  

(2) Country club, public swimming pool, and recreation club; public and private park 

and playground.  

(3) Church and public building.  

(4) Public and private nursery; primary and secondary school.  

(5) Public utility structure.  

 
SECTION XIII 

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE III, DIVISION 7 (SR1-SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 

DISTRICT ONE) OF THE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE SECTION 

30-371 

 



 

Section 30-371 (permitted uses) of the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby 

amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 30-371. Permitted uses. 

The following buildings and structures, and uses of parcels, lots, buildings, and structures are 

permitted in this district:  

(1) Single-family dwelling and any use, building or structure accessory thereto.  

(2) Two-family dwelling and any use, building or structure accessory thereto.  

(3) A sign, only in accordance with the regulations specified in article VII of this 

chapter.  

(4) Clustered residential development, in accordance with article VI of this chapter.  

(5) Raising and keeping of poultry, rabbits, and similar small fowl and animals, only 

as an accessory use, and only for use and consumption of the occupants on the 

premises, and not for any purposes of remuneration, provided that the lot on 

which situated shall not be less than one acre in area. All fowl and animals shall 

be properly housed, fenced, and cared for so as not to be a public nuisance.  

(6) Raising and keeping of horses and ponies, only as an accessory use for the 

principal dwelling, and not for any purposes of remuneration, provided that a 

minimum lot area of one acre shall be provided for one horse or one pony, and 

20,000 square feet of additional lot area shall be provided for each additional 

horse or pony. All animals shall be properly housed, fenced, and cared for so as 

not to be a public nuisance.  

(7) Home occupations subject to the requirements of section 30-800. 

 

SECTION XIV 

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE III, DIVISION 7 (SR1-SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 

DISTRICT ONE) OF THE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE SECTION 

30-372 

 
Section 30-372 (special uses) of the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby 

amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 30-372. Special uses. 

The following buildings and structures, and uses of parcels, lots, buildings and structures are 

permitted, subject to obtaining a special use permit as provided in article IV of this chapter:  

(1) Golf course, but not including golf driving range.  

(2) Country club, public swimming pool, and recreation club; public and private park 

and playground.  

(3) Church and public building.  

(4) Public and private nursery, primary and secondary school.  

(5) Public utility structure located on the surface of the ground, including, but not 

limited to, transformer substations, pumping stations, communications relay 

stations, gas and steam regulating valves and stations, provided:  

a. That storage of materials, inoperative equipment, vehicles or supplies shall be 

located in a building;  

b. That no personnel shall be a quartered or employed on the premises; and  
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c. That structures shall be designed, erected and landscaped in such a manner as to 

conform as much as possible with the character of this district.  

 
SECTION XV 

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE III, DIVISION 8 (MR-MULTIPLE-FAMILY 

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT) OF THE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE 

SECTION 30-393 

 
Section 30-393 (permitted uses) of the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby 

amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 30-393. Permitted uses. 

The following buildings and structures, and uses of parcels, lots, buildings and structures are 

permitted in this district:  

(1) Single-family dwelling and any use, building or structure accessory thereto, 

subject to the regulations and standards as provided in section 30-373.  

(2) Two-family dwellings and any use, building or structure accessory thereto, subject 

to the regulations and standards in section 30-373.  

(3) Multiple-family dwelling and any use, building or structure accessory thereto.  

(4) A sign, only in accordance with the regulations specified in article VII of this 

chapter.  

(5) Home occupations subject to the requirements of section 30-800. 

 

SECTION XVI 

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE III, DIVISION 8 (MR-MULTIPLE-FAMILY 

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT) OF THE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE 

SECTION 30-394 

 
Section 30-394 (special uses) of the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby 

amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 30-394. Special uses. 

The following buildings and structures, and uses of parcels, lots, buildings and structures 

are permitted subject to obtaining a special use permit as provided in articles IV and IX of this 

chapter, if applicable:  

(1) Golf course, but not including golf driving range.  

(2) Country club, public swimming pool, and recreation club; public and private park 

and playground.  

(3) Church and public building.  

(4) Public and private nursery; primary and secondary school; business school, 

college and university.  

(5) Medical, dental, clinic.  

(6) Funeral establishment.  

(7) Hospitals, nursing homes, sanitariums.  

(8) Public utility structure.  
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SECTION XVII 

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE IX (SUPPLEMENTAL REGULATIONS) OF THE 

TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE SECTION 30-792 (ACCESS TO 

PUBLIC STREET) 

 
Section 30-792(a)(1) of the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended in its 

entirety to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 30-792. Access to streets. 

(a) The following provisions regarding access to public streets shall apply:  

(1) Unless stated elsewhere in the chapter, In any district, any newly create parcel shall adjoin 

a public street, an existing private street, a private street allowed under the regulations of 

this chapter  or have access from an exclusive access driveway (section 10-484) or shared 

private driveway (section 10-485). Public streets, private streets or road right-of-way shall 

be at least 66 feet in width, unless a lesser width was duly accepted by the public, in 

accordance with law, prior to the effective date of the ordinance from which this article is 

derived. Notwithstanding the above, a mobile home site within a mobile home park shall 

not be required to front upon a public road, provided that access is permitted in accordance 

with the requirements of this article.  

 

SECTION XVIII 

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE IX (SUPPLEMENTAL REGULATIONS) OF THE 

TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO REVISE SECTION 30-800 (HOME 

OCCUPATION) 

 
Section 30-800 of the Sylvan Township Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended in its 

entirety to read as follows: 

 

Section 30-800 Home Occupations 

A home occupation may be permitted in a single-family dwelling within any zoning district 

where such dwelling is permitted, subject to approval of an administrative site plan review 

(Section 30-87) and a certificate of zoning compliance (Section 30-37) approval and the home 

occupation meets the following conditions:  

(1) No person other than the members of the family residing on the premises shall be engaged 

in such occupation.  

(2) The use of the dwelling unit for the home occupation shall be clearly incidental and 

subordinate to its use for residential purposes. The total floor area used by the home 

occupation shall not exceed 30 percent of the floor area.  

(3) There shall be no change in the outside appearance of the structure or premises, or other 

visible evidence of conduct of such home occupation, and there shall be no external or 

internal alterations not customary in residential areas.  

(4) A home occupation shall be conducted within the dwelling unit or within a building 

accessory thereto.  
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(5) No article shall be sold on the premises except that which is prepared within the dwelling 

or accessory building or is provided as incidental to the service or profession conducted 

therein.  

(6) Traffic generated by a home occupation shall not be greater in volume than that normally 

generated by the residence. Parking for the home occupation shall not exceed two spaces. 

Such spaces shall be provided on the premises, off-street, subject to regulations in article 

V of this chapter and provided the parking spaces shall not be located in the required 

front yard.  

(7) The home occupations shall not have more than two customers and/or delivery vehicles 

on-site at one time, excluding the vehicles of the occupants of the home. Shipments or 

deliveries by vehicles having more than two axles are prohibited. 

(8) Outdoor storage of material, equipment, or refuse associated with or resulting from a 

home occupation shall be prohibited.  

(9) No equipment or process shall be used in such home occupation which creates noise, 

vibration, glare, fumes, odor, or electrical interferences which are nuisances to persons 

off the lot. Any electrical equipment processes which create visual or audible interference 

with any radio or television receivers off the premises or which cause fluctuations in line 

voltages off the premises shall be prohibited. Only customary domestic or household 

equipment, or equipment judged by the Zoning Administrator not to be injurious or a 

nuisance to the surrounding neighborhood shall be permitted. 

(10) A home occupation shall not endanger or infringe upon the health, safety, welfare, or 

enjoyment of any other persons in the area, by reason of heat, glare, noise, vibration, 

smoke, fumes, odor, unsanitary or unsightly conditions, electrical interference, traffic, or 

parking congestion. 

(11) Hazard of fire, explosion, or radioactivity shall not exist at any time as a result of a home 

occupation. 

 

SECTION XIX 

SEVERABILITY 

 

 If any section, paragraph, clause, or provision of this Ordinance shall be held invalid, its 

invalidity shall not affect any other provisions of this Ordinance that can be given effect without 

the invalid section, paragraph, clause, or provision, and for this purpose, the sections, paragraphs, 

clauses, and provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. 

 

SECTION XX 

REPEAL 

 All other ordinances, resolutions, orders, or parts of ordinances herewith in effect that are 

in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed only to the extent necessary to give this 

Ordinance full force and effect. 

 

SECTION XXI 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

 Pursuant to Section 401 of the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act (MCL 125.3401), this 
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Ordinance shall take effect on the eighth (8th) day after publication of this Ordinance, or a 

summary of the regulatory effect thereof, which publication shall occur in a newspaper of general 

circulation in the Township within fifteen (15) days after adoption. 

 

 This Ordinance is hereby declared to have been passed and adopted by the Township of 

Sylvan, County of Washtenaw, State of Michigan, at a regularly scheduled meeting thereof duly 

called and held on this 10 day of February, 2026. 

 

       ____________________________________              

       Doug Jackson, Clerk 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________                                           

Amanda Nimke, Supervisor 
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